CEREMONY 1 – Simple and Sweet!
We have gathered here today to share in celebration the marriage of 
BRIDE and GROOM.

To find someone with whom to love and grow and share your life is a rare and precious thing. You are fortunate to have found each other and our best wishes go to you with the hope that you find the patience to listen, the capacity to understand, and the compassion to give comfort; each day enjoying each other’s company. May your marriage make a home where you both may find warmth, humor and above all happiness. 

BRIDE and GROOM, you have come together in the hope that the love, 
which has brought you to this union, may touch the lives of all you love and all who love you. The vows of marriage represent a deep and enduring commitment of love, respect, and friendship for one another. Love is the eternal force of life. Love is the force that allows us to overcome all obstacles. May you always remember to give love freely and unconditionally from your heart. Preserve always yourself, your integrity, and your individuality; yet give of yourselves freely to each other. 

(you could insert a poem or a reading here if you like… see our attachment for suggested readings)

BRIDE, are you ready to enter into the vows of matrimony?

(BRIDE) “I am”

GROOM, Are you ready to enter into the vows of matrimony?

(GROOM) “I am” 
(We can use the vows below, or you are welcome to write your own or select from the alternate vows at the bottom of this attachment)

BRIDE, please look into GROOM’s eyes, and into his heart, and repeat after me…. 

“I, BRIDE, take you GROOM, to be my husband, my partner in marriage. I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health. I vow to love, honor and cherish you.

Do you BRIDE, take this man to be your lawfully wedded husband?

(BRIDE) “I do”

GROOM, will you look into BRIDE’s eyes, and into her heart, and 
repeat after me? 

“I, GROOM , take you BRIDE, to be my lawfully wedded wife, my partner in marriage. I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health. I vow to love, honor, and cherish you.

Do you GROOM, take this woman to be your lawfully wedded wife?

(GROOM) “I do”

May I have the rings please? (One of you could be holding the rings, or your Celebrant can already have the rings)

These rings are made of precious metal, but they are made more precious by your wearing them, for they will adorn your loving hands. May they be a symbol of your eternal love for one another. As you wear them, may they be a constant reminder to you of one another, and of the deep bond of faith, trust, and love which they represent.

BRIDE, please place this ring on GROOM’s finger and repeat after me. “I give you this ring, to wear upon your hand, as a symbol of our love and our unity. With this ring I thee wed.”

GROOM, please place this ring on BRIDE’s finger and repeat after me. “I give you this ring, to wear upon your hand, as a symbol of our love and our unity. With this ring I thee wed. 

(The closing can be a prayer to God, if you would like that incorporated into your wedding, or can be read as follows: )

May you be guided, nurtured, and protected in your new life together. May you always find peace in each other’s company and love in each other’s embrace. May you always respect each other and find reward in each other’s growth. May you always be prosperous in all you do. May the love you have found grow in meaning and strength, and fill your lives with happiness and joy.

I now pronounce you husband and wife. You may seal your vows with a kiss!












CEREMONY 2 - Religious
Good Morning!  We gather here today to witness and celebrate an act of deep love.  BRIDE and GROOM, in their devotion, respect and love for each other, wish to unite in the hold bond of marriage.  They wish to dedicate themselves to each other’s happiness as life mates and partners.

Marriage is a gift from God.  It is an opportunity to feel the joy of taking care of someone who takes care of you.  If is about trust, friendship and having a partner to share all that life has to offer. It is indeed a sacred union to be treated with reverence.

Marriage is a safe place to grow.  A place to become wiser and to evolve into better people.  Together, go out into the world and make a difference by spreading the joy and wisdom that you have found with each other.

(Silent Blessing)

We now close our eyes and bring to mind our loves ones who could not be here today.  Though they are absent physically, we invoke, through our thoughts and prayers, their loving presence.  We pray that God might multiply, beyond measure, the blessing from these loved ones, to BRIDE and GROOM, here today.

(Hands Ceremony)

BRIDE, please face Groom and hold his hands, palms up so that you may see the gift that they are to you. 

These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and vibrant with love, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as he promises to love you all the days of his life.

These are the hands that will work along side yours, as together you build your future, as you laugh and cry and share your innermost secrets and dreams.

These are the hands that passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.

These are the hands that will, countless times wipe the tears from your eyes: tears of sorrow and tears of joy. 

These are the hands that will comfort you in illness, and hold you when fear or grief wrack your mind.

These are the hands that will tenderly lift your chin and brush your cheek as they raise your face to look into his eyes: eyes that are filled completely with his overwhelming love and desire for you.
GROOM, please hold BRIDE’s hands, palms up, where you may see the gift they are to you.

These are the hands of your best friend, smooth, young and carefree, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as she pledges her love and commitment to you all the days of her life.

These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times.

These are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick or console you when you are grieving.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.

These are the hands that will give you support as she encourages you to chase down your dreams.  Together as a team, everything you wish for can be realized.

God, bless these hands that you see before you this day.  May they always be held by one another.  Give them the strength to hold on during the storms of stress and the dark of disillusionment.  Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their wondrous love.  Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in your grace, rich in caring, and devoted in reaching for your perfection.  May GROOM and BRIDE see their hands as a healer, protector, shelter and guide.  We ask this in your name.
Amen

(Questions)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Now GROOM please look into each BRIDE’s eyes and answer this question: Do you GROOM, take BRIDE, to be your lawfully wedded wife?  To have and to hold, from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health as long as you both shall live?

(GROOM)	I do

Do you BRIDE, take GROOM, to be your lawfully wedded Husband?  To have and to hold, from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health as long as you both shall live?

(BRIDE)	I do

(Rings)

These rings symbolize and bind your love.  GROOM will you place this ring on BRIDE’s finger and repeat after me:

With this ring I thee wed.
I pledge my love and faithfulness today, tomorrow and always.
As this ring has no end, neither shall my love for you.

BRIDE will you place this ring on GROOM’s finger and repeat after me:

With this ring I thee wed.
I pledge my love and faithfulness today, tomorrow and always.
As this ring has no end, neither shall my love for you.

(Prayer)
God bless these rings and the two who exchange them
Heavenly Father, may you fill them with your holy presence
Keeping them safe in the circle of your love and protection

(Reading From Corinthians 1:13)

Though I speak with the tongues of men and angels but have not love,
I am become a sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.

And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge
And though I have all faith, so that AI could remove mountains and have not love,
I am nothing

And though I bestow all I have and give my body to be burned, and have not love, it profits me nothing.

Love is patient
Love is kind
Love is not jealous or boastful
Love is not arrogant or rude
Love does not insist on its own way
Love is not irritable or resentful
Love does not rejoice in evil, but in the Right.

Love bears all things
Believes all things
Hopes all things and 
Endures all things.
Love never ends.
And now, abideth Faith, Hope and love these three.
But the greatest of these is Love.




(Pronouncement)

For as much as you, BRIDE and GROOM, have openly declared your wishes to be united in marriage, in the presence of God and these witnesses,

Having pledged your love to each other, by joining hands, exchanging rings and declaring your vows,

I now pronounce that you are Husband and Wife.

What God has joined together, let no man put asunder.
Now May God’s Blessing rest upon you and His Peace abide within you.
May God’s presence illuminate our hearts, now and forevermore.
Amen

You may seal your vows with a kiss!


CEREMONY 3 – Inclusive / Spiritual
GROOM and BRIDE I greet you.   And to all of you, dearest family and friends, and on behalf of GROOM and BRIDE, I welcome you as well.

Let your presence be welcome, let your hearts be glad, for everything there is a season, and a time and a purpose.  And this is the time and this is the place to celebrate the wedding of GROOM and BRIDE. - we are happy and we are grateful.

A wedding is a wonderful occasion.  It is an important ritual filled hopes, dreams and excitement….and one that celebrates the lives of two people and those they love…and one that celebrates different cultures and friends and beliefs from all around the world.  We are here today to celebrate the love that GROOM and BRIDE have for each other and to recognize and witness their decision to journey forward in their lives as marriage partners.

Let us open our wedding ceremony by blessing this sacred space and with a blessing for GROOM and BRIDE: May our couple GROOM and BRIDE, be blessed now and forevermore: may their love be nurtured by each other and all their friends and family, always and forever.  May this marriage be cradled in their hands and nurtured by their love and devotion: May this man, GROOM, grow strong in the arms of this woman, BRIDE.  May this woman, BRIDE, grow glorious in the love of this man, GROOM.  May the Earth be brought closer to Heaven through this love, may all the world be blessed hereby.

For some time now, GROOM and BRIDE have known and loved each other.  They have been strengthened by their love and have received many blessings through its beauty and tenderness.  Today, and with conscious choice and great joy, GROOM and BRIDE enter into the sacred partnership of marriage, vowing to be partners through the triumphs and the trials - the ups and the downs  - of their shared life.

For those of us blessed by a true partnership of love, we feel safe in the presence of our loved one.  There is no need to hide any part of ourselves for fear of being judged or rejected.  We can just be together from moment to moment, fully recognizing that by freeing one another to be truly who they are, we are loving each other more.

Marriage is a reflection on our histories as well as on our future, on our losses as well as on our hopes and possibilities.  And so as GROOM and BRIDE wed, it is worthwhile to contemplate that they could not and would not be standing here today if they had not followed their own star home and done what they needed to do to deliver themselves to this point in their lives.

A true marriage is the ultimate relationship because it offers the opportunity of limitless intimacy between two people.  It is a great and challenging adventure into the depths and heights  of caring, trust, affection and understanding.

A true spiritual marriage is a journey of transformation.  In marriage, we do not give ourselves to another, but rather, surrender into something greater while maintaining our well being as individuals.  A truly sacred marriage union is a vehicle that allows us to know our true selves by reflection through our loved one.

And so, we celebrate with you, GROOM and BRIDE, as you begin your precious, sacred and unique marriage journey as husband and wife.  As life partners, your relationship is lovely in its innocence, mighty in its strength and abundant with possibilities.  On behalf of your loved ones here this afternoon, our dearest wish for you both is that you have the great good fortune to share a happy marriage, and that you continue to light up the room for each other, for the rest of your lives.

GROOM loves you very much, BRIDE, and he is so proud to become your husband today.  From your very first meeting to all of your time together as your relationship has grown and matured.  GROOM is very confident in his choice of you as his life partner.  In GROOM’s words (quote from the groom if you wish eg: “We met each other online, what more could a geek want!  BRIDE always has my best interests at heart.  She is my soul mate”)

And GROOM , well, you are indeed one lucky guy!  This wonderful woman standing before you, loves you dearly, and BRIDE is so honored to become your wife today.  As BRIDE shared with me (quote from the Bride if you wish eg: “I love GROOM most when he is just being himself - original, intelligent, lovable and silly.  He never ceases to amaze me with his passion for life.  He makes me laugh and reminds me not to tale life so seriously, something I unintentionally do.  He’s my perfect “other half!”)

GROOM and BRIDE, you give us hope, and we are so delighted to be your witnesses today.  We are touched by your happiness; we are moved by the courage of your love.  And it gives us great joy to celebrate your wedding day with you.

I now turn to the parents of the Groom.  ___________ & ______________. I know that you take great pride in your son GROOM and the love and respect you feel for him, he also feels for you.  GROOM and BRIDE are grateful to you both for raising GROOM to be the man he is today, and thank you for taking part in their marriage.  May we have your blessing on this occasion?

I now turn to the parents of our Bride ___________&_______________ - I know that you take great pride in your daughter BRIDE, and the love and respect you have for her, she also feels for you.  BRIDE says that she got her sense of ____________(adventure) from her Mother, and her sense of___________ (Strength) from her father and ________________(perseverance) from both.  BRIDE and GROOM thank you for your part in their marriage.  May we have your blessing on this occasion?

GROOM and BRIDE are absolutely delighted that all of you, their dearest friends and family, could be here today to share this special moment with them.  They have asked to me thank each and every one of you for your love, appreciation and support.  And for sharing this most intimate of moments with them, their wedding day.  In GROOM and BRIDEs words “It’s a dream to have you all here to celebrate with us.  We are humbled to be surrounded by your love and friendship.  There are no words to express the community you create for us.  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for sharing this special day.”

I know that some of you have traveled far to be here today.  GROOM and BRIDE would particularly like to acknowledge _______________, who has traveled here from ____________________ to be here today - welcome ______________________.

And so, in your best voices, and with the words “We Will”, I now ask all of you, family and friends, if you are willing now and always to sustain and strengthen this marriage by upholding both GROOM and BRIDE  with your love and support.

(Guests) “We Will”

Now I, Alan Ward, a Licensed Virginia Marriage Celebrant, am duly authorized by law to officiate this, your marriage, according to the laws of the State of Virginia.

GROOM and BRIDE, since it is your intention to join in marriage, will you now please join your hands as well as your hearts.

(MAID OF HONOR CAN TAKE BRIDES BOUQUET)

GROOM will you have BRIDE to be your beloved wife, to live together in the covenant of  faith, hope and love?  Will you listen to her deepest thoughts, be tender hearted and kind and wise in your daily care of her, and stand faithfully by her side in sickness and in health?  Choosing BRIDE above all others, will you undertake to care for her well being of mind and body and spirit as long as you both shall live?

BRIDE will you have GROOM to be your beloved husband, to live together in the covenant of faith, hope and love?  Will you listen to his deepest thoughts, be tender hearted and kind and wise in your daily care of him, and stand faithfully by his side in sickness and in health?  Choosing GROOM above all others, will you undertake to care for his well being of mind and body and spirit as long as you both shall live? If you would like to also say your own vows, the following section may be used)

And now GROOM and BRIDE will say the most powerful, most loving words two people can say to each other.  They will take their wedding vows.  And GROOM and BRIDE have each written vows that they will now share with each other and all of us.

(Personal Vows)

So we come, GROOM and BRIDE, to the presentation of the rings by which you symbolize and bind your love for each other.  Your rings are adornments, carefully chosen for their beauty and simplicity.  They quietly sit on your fingers, reminding you of the power of love and the pledge of your partnership of love.

And when you have been together for a long, long time, you will look at your rings, and you will feel the indention they have made on your fingers.  And you will know that these rings contain all the memories of what your lives and your relationship have been.

May I have the Bride’s ring please?

GROOM, please slip this ring on BRIDE’s finger and repeat these words, phrase by phrase, after me…BRIDE I give you this ring, as a symbol of my vow to you.  With all that I have, and all that I am, I honor you.

May I have the Groom’s ring please?

BRIDE, please slip this ring on GROOM’s finger and repeat these words, phrase by phrase, after me…GROOM, I give you this ring, as a symbol of my vow to you.  With all that I have, and all that I am, I honor you.

GROOM and BRIDE on this sacred day, your wedding day, we ask that the love you share, give you strength.

May the dreams you share bring you hope
May the beliefs you share bring you peace
And wherever you are in your journey through life, may your hearts always find their way home.

And as I am so very privileged to bring you together in marriage today, I have a personal wish for you both;  My wish is that many, many years from now you are able to look back on your life together  - pleased, satisfied and fulfilled - and that you are able to look at one another and be able to say - “because of you, I have lived the life I’ve always wanted to live - because of you, I have become the person I always longed to be”

BRIDE and GROOM, by the love that brought you here today, by the vows you have exchanged and by the integrity of your commitment…in the presence of your dearest family and friends, it is my pleasure and my honor to pronounce you husband and wife.  You may seal your marriage with a kiss!

It is my pleasure to present for the first time Mr. and Mrs. GROOM and BRIDE ______________



Alternate Interfaith and Non-Denominational Vows

I _________ , choose you, ___________, to be my wife/husband, my friend, my love, the mother/father of our children.  I will be yours in plenty and in want, in sickness and in health, in failure and in triumph.  I will cherish you and respect you, comfort you and encourage you, and together we shall live, freed and bound by our love.

I, ____________, take you, ______________, as my husband/wife, to care for you and trust you, to cherish you and respect you, to forgive you and be forgiven by you.  I will love you in good times and in bad, when we are together and when we are apart.  I promise to be ever faithful, today and for all our tomorrows.

I, ___________, take you, __________,  for my wedded wife/husband from this day forward, to have and to hold as equal partner in my life, to whom I give my deepest love and devotion.  I humbly open my heart to you as a sanctuary of warmth and peace, where you may come and find a refuge of love and strength.  I will love you enough to risk being hurt, trust you when I don’t understand, weep with you in heartache and celebrate life with you in joy.  I will receive you as my equal throughout all of our days.

___________, I promise to be faithful, supportive, and loyal and to give you my companionship and love throughout all the changes of our life.  I vow to bring you happiness, and I will treasure you as my companion.  I will celebrate the joys of life with you.  I promise to support your dreams, and walk beside you offering courage and strength through all endeavors.  From this day forward, I will be proud to be your wife/husband and your best friend.
____________, I ask for nothing more from this good life than that I may live out its days with you.  I offer here my hand, my heart, and my soul and trust utterly that they will be safe with you.  Let us walk as one.

Snow falls, but in time it melts; the sun shines, but in time night falls.  Through passing time and the passing of life, we find meaning only in bringing joy to another. ___________, join me in this life, and let us pass winter and summer, night and day together, from this day forward.

When I become your (husband/wife) today, I enter into a new phase of life, and I do so with joy and with anticipation of the life we will share together.  I pledge before this honored gathering of family and friends always to honor and respect our love.  ___________, let us be as one

I take you to be my wife/husband, my friend, my love, and my lifelong companion: to share my life with yours.  To build our dreams together, while allowing you to grow with your dreams; to support you through times of trouble, and rejoice with you in times of happiness; to treat you with respect, love, and loyalty through all the trials and triumphs of our lives together; and to give you all the love I can give my whole life long.  This commitment is made in love, kept in faith, lived in hope, and eternally made new.

Today I join my life to yours.
From this day on, I will be your partner and companion,
For you are my dearest love and my best friend.
I look forward to the joy we will find
In each other’s separate successes,
As well as our shared ones;
I welcome the challenge of whatever
Obstacles we encounter,
For I know that whatever we face,
We face it together.
Because your happiness is vital to me,
I will help you to grow as an individual
Because you deserve no less than the best of me,
I will also strive to be more fully myself.
I pledge that I will listen to you when you speak,
Encourage you in times of doubt,
Comfort you in times of sorrow,
And by your refuge of strength in times of uncertainty.
I will be faithful to you all my days,
Will be honest with you always,
And will cherish and adore you every moment of my life.
This is my solemn vow.


I come here today, ____________, to join my life to yours before this company.  In their presence I pledge to be true to you, to respect you and to grow with you through the years.  Time may pass, fortune may smile, trials may come; no matter what we may encounter together, I vow here that this love will be my only love.  I will make my home in your heart from this day forward.

Alternate Ring Exchange Wording

~Ring Exchange –adapted from Illuminata by Marianne Williamson
With this ring, I give you my promise that from this day forward you shall never walk alone.  My heart will be your shelter, my arms will be your home.  We will walk together through life as partners and best friends.  I promise that I shall always do my best to love you and accept you exactly the way you are.  With this ring, I give you your freedom and my trust in you.  I give you my heart until the end of time; I have no greater gift to give.

~I give you this ring as a sign of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, I honor you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

~This ring I give you in token of my devotion and love, and with my heart I pledge to you all that I am.  With this ring I marry you and join my life to yours.

~Groom: With this ring, I wed you -- for today, for tomorrow and for all the tomorrows to come. Please wear it as a sign to all the world that you have chosen me to be your husband.

Bride: With this ring, I wed you -- for today, for tomorrow and for all the tomorrows to come. Please wear it as a sign to all the world that you have chosen me to be your wife. (Peg Kehret)

~God bless these rings and the two who exchange them
Heavenly Father, may you fill them with your holy presence
Keeping them safe in the circle of your love and protection

~_____________, the words I say to you now are ones I have waited a lifetime to utter, ones I say in love and in confidence.  I see in you a strong and growing partner, the person with whom I wish to share my life.  I offer you all the days before me, no matter what may come our way.  I freely take you as my (husband/wife).  Take this ring as a sign of my commitment.

Looking for more?
Suggested Resources:
The Knot Guide to Wedding Vows and Traditions, by Carley Roney, the editors of the Knot
Wedding Blessings – Prayers and Poems Celebrating Love, Marriage and Anniversaries by June Cotner
The Everything Wedding Vows Book – Anything and everything you could possibly say at the altar and then some by Janet Anastasio and Michelle Bevilacqua

