Prayers:

A Wedding Prayer of Love
Dear God,
You have brought this couple together
That they might risk the joys and sorrows of love.
They have said “Yes” to You and to each other.
We now ask that you bless them
With love and compassion, righteousness and truth.
Guide them in the ways of deep and loving friendshop
That they may forever cherish, honor, uphold and sustain each other
And the divine image that is our deepest self.

THE PRAYER
~ By St. Francis of Assisi ~
Lord, make
us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is discord, union;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
Where there is sadness, joy;
O Divine Master, Grant that we may not so much seek
To be consoled as to console,
To be understood as to understand,
To be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen

WEDDING PRAYER
~ By Robert Louis Stevenson ~
Lord, behold our family here assembled.
We thank you for this place in which we dwell,
for the love that unites us,
for the peace accorded us this day,
for the hope with which we expect the morrow,
for the health, the work, the food,
and the bright skies that make our lives delightful;
for our friends in all parts of the earth.
Amen


Bless this Marriage – The Reverend J. Lynn James
Creator God, Who encircles each of us in a love as enduring and unbroken as the wedding rings which encircle _________ and ___________’s fingers, we give You thanks for the love which had enfolded them, binding their hearts together.  Bless their dreams, Oh God, and their hopes.  Hold them fast when they are struggling, strengthen them when they are discouraged, send them compassion to soften their anger, and help them to create beautiful memories which bring them joy.  God of grace, we have glimpsed your Light as we look upon the love shining from the faces of this couple.  Be with each of us now that we, like them, might be carriers of your light and your love into our magnificent world.
Amen.

Christian Wedding Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus, 
Thank you for this beautiful day. You have fulfilled the desire of our hearts to be together in this life. 
We pray that your blessing will always rest upon our home; that joy, peace and contentment would dwell within us as we live together in unity, and that all who enter our home may experience the strength of your love. 
Father, help us to follow and serve you with an ever growing commitment because of our union. Guide us into greater love and sacrifice as we care for each other's needs, knowing you will care for us. May we always be as keenly aware of your presence as we sense it today on our wedding day. And may our devotion in marriage be a radiant reflection of your love for us. 
In the name of Jesus, our Savior, we pray. 
 Amen.


Wedding Day Prayer
Most gracious God, we give you thanks for your tender love in sending Jesus Christ to come among us, to be born of a human mother, and to make the way of the cross to be the way of life. 
We thank you, also, for consecrating the union of man and woman in his Name. 
By the power of your Holy Spirit, pour out the abundance of your blessing upon this man and this woman. 
Defend them from every enemy. 
Lead them into all peace. 
Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts, a mantle about their shoulders, and a crown upon their foreheads. 
Bless them in their work and in their companionship; in their sleeping and in their waking; in their joys and in their sorrows; in their life and in their death. 
Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that table where your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 







-Book of Common Prayer (1979) 

Wedding Prayer for Marriage
Hand in hand, we come before you, O Lord. 
Hand in hand, we are stepping out in faith. 
We, who are gathered here, ask that you would take this couple into your hands. Help them, O Lord, to keep firm in the commitments they have just made. 
Guide them, O God, as they become a family, as they each change through the years. May they be flexible as they are faithful. 
And Lord, help us all to be your hands if there be need. Strengthen, tenderly all of our commitments, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Prayer

Gracious God, richly bless (......) and (.......)
in the promises that they have made to each other.
Grant that the courtesies, the thoughtfulness,
and the self giving which already
have laid the foundation for their love,
build the home which is raised on it.
May they be loyal and engaging companions to each other,.
and may they be loving and wise parents.
And in this world
where there is much disillusion and disappointment...
where love brings delight
and also wounding in the fraility of our ways...
make them a visible symbol of the love that does not wane when
the evening comes but is fresh with each new day.
And as you bless this special couple this day,
bless each union represented here.
Forgive us where we have not been good news
and glad days for each other.
Perfect our imperfect love with the joy that comes from above,
and may we grow ourselves and grow in affirmation of the other.
May the Lord bless you and take care of you:
May the Lord be kind and gracious to you:
May the Lord look on you with favour and give you peace

Matthew 18:20
Treat yourselves and each other with respect,
and remind yourselves often of what brought you together.
Give the highest priority to the tenderness,
gentleness and kindness that your connection deserves.
When frustration, difficulties and fear assail your relationship,
as they threaten all relationships at one time or another,
remember to focus on what is right between you,
not only the part which seems wrong.
In this way, you can ride out the storms
when clouds hide the face of the sun in your lives...
remembering that even if you lose sight of it for a moment,
the sun is still there.
And if each of you takes responsibility for the quality
of your life together,
it will be marked by abundance and delight.
For where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.

Prayer

Love, Joy, Understanding, Friendship, Courage... 
In joining your lives may God grant you both...
Love... to afford each other a special quality of time together.
Joy...in the accomplishments of one another.
Understanding...that your interests and desires
will not always be the same.
Friendship...based on mutual trust.
Courage...to speak of a misunderstanding
and to work on a solution
before the setting of the sun.
Compassion...to comfort each other in pain and sorrow.
Foresight...to realize rainbows follow rainy days.
Imagination...to keep with you part of the child you used to be.
Mirth...from your sense of humor.
Awareness...to live each day with the knowledge
that there is no promise of tomorrow.
May God bless you and keep you
in the Palm of His hand.

Blessings:
The Promise – Heather Berry
Within this blessed union of souls
Where two hearts intertwine to become one,
There lies a promise.
Perfectly born, divinely created, and intimately shared,
It is a place where the hope and majesty of beginnings reside.
Where all things are made possible
By the astounding love shared by two spirits.

As you hold each other’s hands in this promise
And eagerly look to the future in each other’s eyes,
May your unconditional love and devotion
Take you to places of which you’ve both only dreamed,
Where you’ll dwell for a lifetime of happiness
Sheltered in the warmth of each other’s arms.
Traditional Irish Blessing
May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
The rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

May God be with you and bless you;
May you see your children's children.
May you be poor in misfortune,
Rich in blessings,
May you know nothing but happiness
From this day forward.

May the road rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the warm rays of sun fall upon your home
And may the hand of a friend always be near.

May green be the grass you walk on,
May blue be the skies above you,
May pure be the joys that surround you,
May true be the hearts that love you.

BLESSING FOR A MARRIAGE
~ James Dillet Freeman ~

May your marriage bring you all the exquisite excitements a marriage should bring, and may life grant you also patience, tolerance, and understanding. 
May you always need one another - not so much to fill your emptiness as to help you to know your fullness. A mountain needs a valley to be complete; the valley does not make the mountain less, but more; and the valley is more a valley because it has a mountain towering over it. So let it be with you and you. 
May you need one another, but not out of weakness.
May you want one another, but not out of lack.
May you entice one another, but not compel one another.
May you embrace one another, but not out encircle one another.
May you succeed in all important ways with one another, and not fail in the little graces.
May you look for things to praise, often say, "I love you!" and take no notice of small faults. 
If you have quarrels that push you apart, may both of you hope to have good sense enough to take the first step back. 
May you enter into the mystery which is the awareness of one another's presence - no more physical than spiritual, warm and near when you are side by side, and warm and near when you are in separate rooms or even distant cities. 
May you have happiness, and may you find it making one another happy. 
May you have love, and may you find it loving one another. 

APACHE MARRIAGE BLESSING

Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be the shelter for each other. Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be the warmth for the other. Now you are two persons, but there is only one life before. Go now to your dwelling place to enter into the days of your life together. And may your days be good and long upon the earth.

Treat yourselves and each other with respect, and remind yourselves often of what brought you together. Give the highest priority to the tenderness, gentleness and kindness that your connection deserves. When frustration, difficulty and fear assail your relationship - as they threaten all relationships at one time or another - remember to focus on what is right between you, not only the part which seems wrong. In this way, you can ride out the storms when clouds hide the face of the sun in your lives - remembering that even if you lose sight of it for a moment, the sun is still there. And if each of you takes responsibility for the quality of your life together, it will be marked by abundance and delight.

May God Bless You – Robert Fulghum
May God bless and keep you;
May the Sun of many days and years shine upon you;
May the love you have for one another grow and hold you close;
May the good true light within you guide your way on together;
May your dreams come true, and when they don’t, may new dreams arise.
And long, long years from now, may you look at one another and be able to say,
“Because of you, I have lived the life I always wanted to live-
Because of you I have become the person I longed to be.”
God bless, God bless, God bless.
Let the music and feasting and dancing begin!

A Blessing  - The Reverend J. Lynn James
May the love you share give you strength
May the life that you share bring you joy
May the dreams that you share bring you hope
May the faith that your share bring you peace
And wherever you are in your journey through life
May your hearts always find their way home.

Your Love – Mary Lenore Quigley
May your love
Flow like a river
Never-ending.
Be as strong as a tree
Ever-bending.
Nurture like a gardener
Ever-tending.
And may it sustain you
All the days of your life.
Amen

Readings:

Excerpt from
The Bridge Across Forever	Richard Bach 
A soulmate is someone who has locks that fit our keys, and keys to fit our locks. When we feel safe enough to open the locks, our truest selves step out and we can be completely and honestly who we are; we can be loved for who we are and not for who we're pretending to be. Each unveils the best part of the other. No matter what else goes wrong around us, with that one person we're safe in our own paradise. Our soulmate is someone who shares our deepest longings, our sense of direction. When we're two balloons, and together our direction is up, chances are we've found the right person. Our soulmate is the one who makes life come to life. 


LOVE 	By Roy Croft 
I love you, 
Not only for what you are, 
But for what I am 
When I am with you. 

I love you, 
Not only for what 
You have made of yourself, 
But for what 
You are making of me. 

I love you 
For the part of me 
That you bring out; 
I love you 
For putting your hand 
Into my heaped-up heart 
And passing over 
All the foolish, weak things 
That you can't help 
Dimly seeing there, 
And for drawing out
Into the light 
All the beautiful belongings 
That no one else had looked 
Quite far enough to find. 

I love you because you 
Are helping me to make 
Of the lumber of my life 
Not a tavern 
But a temple; 
Out of the works 
Of my every day 
Not a reproach 
But a song. 

I love you 
Because you have done 
More than any creed 
Could have done 
To make me good, 
And more than any fate
To make me happy. 

You have done it 
Without a touch, 
Without a word, 
Without a sign. 
You have done it 
By being yourself. 


WHY MARRIAGE?  By: Mari Nichols-Haining ~

Because to the depths of me, I long to love one person,
With all my heart, my soul, my mind, my body...

Because I need a forever friend to trust with the intimacies of me,
Who won't hold them against me,
Who loves me when I'm unlikable,
Who sees the small child in me, and
Who looks for the divine potential of me...

Because I need to cuddle in the warmth of the night
With someone who thanks God for me,
With someone I feel blessed to hold...

Because marriage means opportunity
To grow in love in friendship...

Because marriage is a discipline
To be added to a list of achievements...

Because marriages do not fail, people fail
When they enter into marriage
Expecting another to make them whole...

Because, knowing this,
I promise myself to take full responsibility
For my spiritual, mental and physical wholeness
I create me,
I take half of the responsibility for my marriage
Together we create our marriage...

Because with this understanding
The possibilities are limitless.


WHAT OF MARRIAGE?
From The Prophet
~ By Kahlil Gilbran ~

THEN Almitra spoke again and said, And what of Marriage master?

And he answered saying: You were born together, and together you shall be for evermore. You shall be together when the white wings of death scatter your days. Aye, you shall be together even in the silent memory of God. But let there be spaces in your togetherness. And let the winds of the heavens dance between you.

Love one another, but make not a bond of love: Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls. Fill each other's cup but drink not from one cup.

Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf. Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be alone, Even as the strings of a lute are alone though they quiver with the same music. 

Give your hearts, but not into each other's keeping.
For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts.
And stand together yet not too near together:
For the pillars of the temple stand apart,
And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other's shadow.
collect and save for it, and gather honey.


THE ART OF MARRIAGE
~ Author Wilferd A. Peterson ~
The little things are the big things.
It is never being too old to hold hands. 
It is remembering to say "I love you" at least once a day. 

It is never going to sleep angry. 
It is at no time taking the other for granted; 
the courtship should not end with the honeymoon, 
it should continue through all the years. 

It is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives. 
It is standing together facing the world. 
It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family. 
It is doing things for each other, not in the attitude of duty or sacrifice, 
but in the spirit of joy. 

It is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating 
gratitude in thoughtful ways. 
It is not expecting the husband to wear a halo or the wife to have wings of an angel. 
It is not looking for perfection in each other. 

It is cultivating flexibility, patience, understanding and a sense of humor. 
It is having the capacity to forgive and forget. 
It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow. 

It is finding room for the things of the spirit. 
It is a common search for the good and the beautiful.
It is establishing a relationship in which the independence is equal, dependence is mutual and the obligation is reciprocal. 
It is not only marrying the right partner, it is being the right partner. 


From "Gift From The Sea" by Anne Morrow Lindbergh 

When you love someone, you do not love them all the time, in exactly the same way, from moment to moment. It is an impossibility. It is even a lie to pretend to. And yet this is exactly what most of us demand. We have so little faith in the ebb and flow of life, of love, of relationships. We leap at the flow of the tide and resist in terror its ebb. We are afraid it will never return. We insist on permanency, on duration, on continuity; when the only continuity possible, in life as in love, is in growth, in fluidity - in freedom, in the sense that the dancers are free, barely touching as they pass, but partners in the same pattern. 

The only real security is not in owning or possessing, not in demanding or expecting, not in hoping, even. Security in a relationship lies neither in looking back to what was in nostalgia, nor forward to what it might be in dread or anticipation, but living in the present relationship and accepting it as it is now. Relationships must be like islands, one must accept them for what they are here and now, within their limits - islands, surrounded and interrupted by the sea, and continually visited and abandoned by the tides. 


I Corinthians 13:1-13 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind.
 It does not envy, it does not boast, 
it is not proud. It is not rude,
 it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered,
 it keeps no record of wrongs.

 Love does not delight in evil
 but rejoices with the truth.
 It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres. 
Love never fails….

And now these three remain:
faith, hope and love. 
But the greatest of these is love.

Concern for Each Other – Author Unknown
It should never be said of either of you that you show
more concern for a friend than you do for each other.
More kindness, gentleness, and concern need to be shown
In the privacy of your own home than anywhere else.
Indeed, your home should be a haven from all the
Confusion and craziness the world will create.  And
Faithfulness to each other in every way is the primary
 ingredient that will keep all those aforementioned virtues
in order and produce the joy you seek at this altar.

Love’s Philosophy – Percy Bysshe Shelley
The Fountains mingle with the River
And the Rivers with the Ocean,
The winds of Heaven mix for ever
With a sweet emotion;
Nothing in the world is single;
All things by a law divine
In one spirit meet and mingle.
Why not I with thine?

See the mountains kiss high Heaven
And the waves clasp one another;
No sister-flower would be forgiven
If it disdained its brother,
And the sunlight clasps the earth
And the moonbeams kiss the sea:
What is all this sweet work worth
If thou kiss not me?

Run to me, reach out for me and I will love
You in a unique and tender way.
Bring your love to me.
Share your love with me,
Sing your love to me, and I will give you
Peace, ease and comfort.
We Who Love You – Maude Meehan (a reading given by the parents of Bride and Groom, also wonderful as a wedding toast from your parents)

Your parents, we who love you,
Have looked on in joy, recognizing
That in your desire to create a future together
You have discovered and have fostered
One another’s most endearing and enduring qualities.

The love we have for you is all embracing,
Joyful, to see you turn toward one another’s light.
Certain that you will tenderly support each other,
Aware that patience as much as passion
Will nourish and maintain the bond between you.
Certain also, that with care and courage
You will create a haven where each may grow and flourish.
As do all things in nature, given light and warmth.
We who watched over your childhood innocence
With the most profound longing
To keep you from all hurt or harm,
No longer yearn toward that gift
Which is not ours to give,
For we have learned that adversity
Brings it own gifts of strength and compassion.
As you set out upon the path
Which we have traveled, we stand beside you
With every confidence in your resilience and strength.

As we once cradled you in strong young arms
We hold you now, as strongly, sweetly in our hearts.
How very proud of you we are.  Know that you have
Our blessing, as you know you have our love.


Finding Love – Robert J. Doebley
I find love
Not only
In the things
We do together
But also
In the things
I do alone
Because of you.
In the thoughts 
You inspire,
In the dreams 
You haunt, and
In the memories
You are helping
Me to build.
I find love
In you.


From this day forward – Author Unknown
From this day forward,
You shall not walk alone.
My heart will be your shelter,
And my arms will be your home.

What Greater Thing – George Eliot (1819 – 1880)
What greater thing is there for two human souls,
Than to feel that they are joined for life-
To strengthen each other in all labor
To rest on each other in all sorrow,
To minister to each other in all pain,
To be one with each other
In silent unspeakable memories…

Married Love – Kuan Tao-Sheng (1262 – 1319)
You and I
Have so much love
That it
Burns like a fire,
In which we bake a lump of clay
Molded into a figure of you
And a figure of me.
Then we take both of them,
And break them into pieces,
And mix the pieces with water,
And mold again a figure of you,
And a figure of me.
I am in your clay.
You are in my clay.
In life we share a single quilt
In death we will share one bed.

The Passionate Shepherd to His Love – Christopher Marlowe (1564 – 1594)
Come live with me and be my love,
And we will all the pleasures prove
That valleys, groves, hills, and fields,
Woods, or steepy mountain yields.

And we will sit upon the rocks
Seeing the shepherds feed their flocks,
By shallow rivers, to whose falls
Melodious birds sing madrigals.

And I will make thee beds of roses
And a thousand fragrant posies,
A cap of flowers and a kirtle
Embroider’d all with leaves and Myrtle.

A gown made of the finest wool
Which from our pretty lambs we pull;
Fair lined slippers for the cold
With buckles of the purest gold.

A belt of straw and ivy buds,
With coral clasps and amber studs:
And if these pleasures may thee move,
Come live with me and be my love.

The Shepherd swains shall dance and sing
For they delight each May morning:
If these delights thy mind may move,
Then live with me and be my love.

In One Another’s Souls – Rumi (1207-1273)
The moment I heard my first love story I began seeking you,
Not realizing the search was useless.
Lovers don’t meet somewhere along the way.
They’re in one another’s souls from the beginning.

Vows: *See also the Ceremonies attachment which has many vows to choose from and browse.
Wedding Day – Mary Huff Chandler
Today
I give my heart to you
And only you-
Forever.
I give you my trust,
My support
And my unconditional love.
I promise to be
Your constant source of strength
And comfort.
I promise to be
Your place of rest.
I promise you our love will be
Endless.



Devoted – Lori Eberhardy
My heart can be your home.
My soul can be your refuge.
You can turn to me when you are weak.
You can call to me when the way is not clear.
I will be your promise, your prayer,
And I will always be there.
Constant, complete.


Vows to Include Children #1
Groom: “(children’s names), I want you to know that I dearly love your mother. We have become very good friends over the weeks and months and we have learned to love each other. As you have so graciously shared this wonderful woman with me, so will I share the love I feel for her with you. 
Together, we will learn much more about each other. I promise also to be fair and to be honest, to be available for you as I am for your mom, and in due time, to earn your love, respect and true friendship. I will not attempt to replace anyone, but to make a place in your hearts that is for me alone. I will be father and friend, and I will cherish my life with all of you. On this day when I marry your mom, I marry you, and I promise to love and support you as my own.” 
Bride: “(children’s names), I want you to know that I dearly love your father. We have become very good friends over the weeks and months and we have learned to love each other. As you have so graciously shared this wonderful man with me, so will I share the love I feel for him with both of you. Together, we will learn much more about each other. 
I promise also to be fair and to be honest, to be available for you as I am for your dad, and in due time, to earn your love, respect and true friendship. I will not attempt to replace anyone, but to make a place in your hearts that is for me alone. I will be mother and friend, and I will cherish my life with both of you. On this day when I marry your dad, I marry you, and I promise to love and support you as my own.”


Vows to include children #2
When a couple marries, it isn't just the joining of the two lives together, it is the coming together of two families, as well. This is especially true today. For in as much G_______ and B______ become husband and wife, they also are being joined now by _____ ______ ______ to become a new family. At this time, we recognize these children and acknowledge their significance on this very special wedding day (Children come back to the alter again forming a circle with mom and dad) Both parents say this commitment to the kids: Today, as we become husband and wife, we welcome you into our new family. WE recognize you are a precious gift from God above to us both. We promise to be there for you always, to comfort you and care for you, to protect you and provide for you, to guide you and listen to you and most of all to love you with all of our hearts all the days of our lives. (Presentation of Gifts for the Kids are made at this time - sealed with a kiss) Final Wedding Blessing is now said: May God bless your marriage and family as you create a new home together. A family is a circle of strength and love. With every new birth, and every subsequent union that you kids will go through in later years, this circle will grow. May every joy you share also add love to this circle and may every crises faced together make that circle even stronger. May your family become like a beautiful rainbow as each color of your lives is carefully blended together with both the showers and sunshine of God's love. For the rainbow is a promise of a beautiful day ahead from our Lord and savior. May it be also a promise for your future as a family. 


Sample Family Vows:
I love you (Brides name) and I love (our / your) children (childrens names) as my very own.  Today as we become man and wife, we will also become a true family.  I promise to be faithful to you, and a loving father to our children, and I will be there for you and for the children always.  No matter the circumstances life brings our way (with God's love and help) we will face them together as a family.  I commit myself to all of you from this day forward and forevermore.


Sample Unity Candle wording: (candles and accessories to be provided by the Bride and Groom)
Every human being posesses a special light that burns within them.  When two spirits, destined to be together, find each other, their streams of light flow together, and a single brighter light, goes forth from their union.  Bride and Groom, by comitting to one another today, you knidle that light within each other, and promise to do your best to always see that light within each other, to nurture and tend that flame in your partner as best you can, especially in difficult times, when this may be hardest to do.  Bride, take this candle as a symbol of your spirit, and groom, Take this candle as a symbol of your spirit.  Now joining the individual flames together, light the center candle which symbolizes the spirit of your union and the new greater flame of your marriage.  As you do so, silently vow to tend the spirit of this union, and never forget that just as this union is made stronger by your strength as individuals, so are you as individuals made stronger by this union.


 Sand Ceremony Wording (bride and groom to provide sand ceremony set)

The couple alternately pours sand into the glass vessel to form a layered design with the sand.
“________________ and _____________, today you join your separate lives together. The two separate vessels of sand symbolize your separate lives, separate families and separate sets of friends. They represent all that you have been as an individual. They also represent your lives before today. As these two vessels of sand are poured into the third vessel, the individual vessels of sand will no longer exist, but will be joined together as one. Just as these grains of sand can never be separated and poured again into the individual vessels, so will your marriage be.”


Sand Ceremony Wording Option #2

“__________ and _____________ may your love always be as constant as the never-ending waves, flowing endlessly from the depths of the sea. Just as the waters touch and nourish the many shores of the earth, may your love be a moving sea between the shores of your souls. Just as there will never be a morning without the ocean’s flow, there will never be a day without your love for each other. You have just sealed your relationship by the giving and receiving of rings. This beautiful union is symbolized through the combining of these two individual vessels of sand. The first jar represents you __________, in all that you were, all that you are, and the other vessel represents you, __________, in all that you were. Each one holds its own unique beauty, strength, and character. They can stand on their own and be whole, without need of anything else. However when these two are blended together they create an entirely new and extraordinarily more intricate entity. Each grain of sand brings to the mixture a lasting beauty that forever enriches the combination. When you pour the sand into this common vessel, it symbolized the union of your two lives. Just as these grains of sand can never be separated and poured again into the individual vessels - so will your marriage be a molding of two individual personalities,

Sand Ceremony Including Children

Here is an idea for a second marriage with children, have a fourth vessel with another colored sand. Let the children pour some sand in the bottom of the vessel first and then start alternating the couple pouring sand. 
“Today, __________ and __________, you are making a commitment of your eternal commitment for one another as well as to your children, __________, ___________,etc. As you each hold your sand the separate vessels of sand represent your lives up to this moment; individual and unique. As you now combine your sand together, all your lives from this moment will become one family.


Sand Ceremony including Bride and Groom’s Parents

____________ and _____________ you come here today from two different families. From these two families a new family will be created today. At this time, I would invite the parents of ____________ and ______________ to come forward. These two vessels of sand represent each family. Now the parents will take their sand and also pour your sand into the unity vessel symbolizing the uniting of the two families into one.”


Honoring a loved one who has passed on:
There are several ways to honor someone important to you who has passed on. 
· An empty seat in the front row, on which the bride or groom places a single rose. 
· A framed photo of the person and a small framed sign reading “Celebrating with us in Spirit today” or “Joining us in Spirit today”
· A moment of Remembrance incorporated into the ceremony such as the passage below:

Officiate:
We give thanks now for all the relationships which support and sustain yours.  Like the tributaries merging into a river, streams winding their way down a mountain, and underground springs which though unseen cleanse and renew the waters, so it is with the loving relationships you each have known.  Their gifts to you have become part of who you are, as they’ve joined your lives, blended imperceptibly through ripples and rapids.

We remember especially ___________, whose physical presence is deeply missed, but whose ripples still stir the waters.  _____________ is with you in Spirit, because you make him/her present again, every time you love another well, fulfilling her/his hopes and legacy for your lives.  There is but one Source of life and we are all carriers of its flow.  Thanks be to God, for the life and love which flowed to you from ____________. 
Amen

By – the Reverend J. Lynn James


 


Vow Renewals

The Worn Wedding Ring
William Cox Bennett
Your wedding-ring wears thin, dear wife; ah,
summers not a few,
Since I put it on your finger first, have passed
O’er me and you;
And, love, what changes we have seen,-what
cares and pleasures, too,-
Since you became my own dear wife, when this,
old ring was new!
O, blessings on that happy day, the happiest of
my life,
When thanks to God, your low, sweet “Yes”
made you my loving wife!
Your heart will say the same, I know; that
day’s as dear to you,-
That day that me yours, dear wife, when
this old ring was new.
How well do I remember now your young sweet
face that day!
How fair you were, how dear you were, my
tongue could hardly say;
Nor how I doated on you; O, how proud I was
of you!
But did I love you more than now, when this
old ring was new?
No-no! No fairer were you then than at this
hour to me;
And, dear as life to me this day how could you
dearer be?
As sweet your face might be that day as now it
is, ‘tis true;
But did I know your heart as well when this old
ring was new?
O, partner of my gladness, wife, what care, what
grief is there
For me you would not bravely face, with me
you would not share?
O, what a weary want had every day, if wanting
you,
Wanting the love that God made mine when
this old ring was new!
Years bring fresh links to bind us, wife – young
voices that are here;
Young faces round our fire that make their
mother’s yet more dear;
Young loving hearts your care each day makes
yet more like to you,
More like the loving heart made mine when this
old ring was new.
And blessed by God! All he has given are with
us yet; around
Our table every precious life lent to us still is
found.
Though cares we’ve known, with hopeful hearts
the worst we’ve struggled through;
Blessed be his name for all his love since this
old ring was new!
The past is dear, its sweetness still our memories
treasure yet;
The griefs we’ve borne, together borne, we would
not now forget.
Whatever, wife, the future brings, heart unto
heart still true,
We’ll share as we have shared all else since this
old ring was new.
And if God spare us ‘mongst our sons and daughters
to grow old,
We know his goodness will not let your heart
or mine grow cold.
Your aged eyes will see in mine all they’ve still
shown to you,
And mine in yours all they have seen since this
old ring was new.
And O, when death shall come at last to bid me
to my rest,
May I die looking into your eyes, and resting on
that breast,
O, may my parting gaze be blessed with the dear
sight of you,
Of those fond eyes,-fond as they were when
this old ring was new!

Today we marry again, and in every moment of every hour of every day that follows, may we continue to join ourselves in marriage.  (Name) with love and joy I recommit myself to this marriage, the central fact of my life.

The word renaissance means “rebirth” ; today we celebrate the rebirthof our commitment before this honored gathering.  (Name) with full confidence in the solid anchor of our love, I take you once again as my (husband /wife)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Let us share again the promise we made (number) years ago; to honor and cherish one another, to respect, to listen and above all, to love before all else.  (Name) With joy I promise this to you again today, and again give myself to you as your (husband/wife)
 


